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848  (Copy]   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
10, DOWNING STREET, WHITEHALL. April i. 1882.
Mr. Gladstone with his humble duty and in relation to his letter
on the absence of two members of the Government from the
Division on the grant to H.R.H.  Prince Leopold, reports to
Your Majesty that he has conversed pretty fully on the subject
with Earl Granville, and has further reflected on the matter, with
this result. He has nothing to withdraw from the statement
already laid before Your Majesty. He thinks however that the
course actually taken, although open to just exception, was
probably productive of less mischief than any other which, under
the circumstances of previous error, they could have adopted. For
although Mr. Gladstone might undoubtedly have insisted up<5h
their votes, they might equally have insisted that in such case they
must speak, one or both. The inconvenience of this would have been
great, while the claim would have been undeniable. Mr. Gladstone
could readily explain his view on this point when he next has the
honour of an audience, should Your Majesty desire it. Mr. Glad-
stone feels confident that Sir C. Dilke has had no intention of
withdrawing from that expression of regret, with respect to earlier
and rather juvenile proceedings, which was made known to Your
Majesty at the time when the existing Government took office.
849             General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
MENTONE. April 2. 1882.
In reply to what you have written to The Queen concerning
Sir Charles Dilke's vote, Her Majesty commands me to remind
you of your conversation with her on the same subject when you
said that he (Sir C. Dilke) fully admitted his fault and was quite
prepared to say so if he should be reminded, of it by his constitu-l
ents and friends.
The Queen thinks that the abstention from voting on Prince
Leopold's annuity was a good opportunity and even now it might
not be too late to ask him to say what you informed The Queen he
was ready to do.
850  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to General Ponsonby
HAWARDEN. 6 April. 1883.
In the matter of Sir C. Dilke my memory does not serve me
beyond my having named to the Queen what I call his repentance,